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Queft. 1. Wc two Armies are ingazed, whether 
God Almighty almuys igi cs for one, 
or if he does not often leave 2 to 

Chance, or tbe firength of Arms ° Uf otberwile, bew Lewis 

» Tyrant cou‘d he jo ered a Conqu rer © 

Aniw. Boccaline indeed tellsa Story that two Armies, 
being oa a Time ready to engage, both, on all accounts 
equally match‘d, in Sun, Ground, Wind, Number, Di{ci- 
pine, Courage, Officers and Generals, and both fides pray- 
ing devoutly ‘for Succefs, it was thereupon ordered 
above, that two Armies fhou'd never hereafter meet up- 
on fuch equal ‘Terms, but that the fide which had an 
advantage in Nuwmber,Courage, Conduit ,@o’e. fhou'd hencefor- 
ward always have the Victory. The Fable was pro- 
per enough for an Iralian, and the Moral very pleafing 
to a Nation that’s almoft all Atheifts. But we have 

Jearnt better, That the Race is nat to the Swift, nor the 

Bictel to the Strong. Whence it’s plain, that ftrength of 

Arms does not carry it, many unforefeen accidents in 

a moments Time altering the whole Face of a Battel, 

and fnatching it out of their Hands, who think they 

are fecure of it; and this either by a motion made on 
the mind of a General, or infatuating him and his 

Thomzhes, ora Pannick Fear wnaccomntably feizing on the 

Souldiers on one fide, or an extraordinary Valour given on 

the other. Or elfe by: outward Caules, a Scorm iud- 

dealy rifiag, Thunder, Lightning, the Sun, the Wiad, 
all which have in many Inftances entirely alter’d a Bat- 
tel, fron what at firlt it appear’d. Nor is this to be 
re‘err'd to Cltance, or I know not what blind Caufe, 

(which is nothing at all, ) but owing to Gods Provi- 

dence, and wile Dilpofal of all humane Events. The 

Jews were a Gla{s to the whole World, when pious 

their Arms were fuccefsful againft never.fo great odds, 

when thecontrary, they had ftill the worft ——Things 

are not fo clear now it’s owa‘d, why God cafts the Vi- 

ctory one wayor tother, but that he does fo is ftill 

clear, and chat his Providence which interpofes in. the 

Life of a Sparrow, does much more in that of a Man, 

vet more ftill of fach vaft Numbers, and moft of all the 

Fates of Kingdoms and Empires. For the Objection 

brought,if the frength of Arms did not carry all,bow comes 

Lewis the Tyrant to be fo great a Conqueror ? We might ea- 

fily anfwer, Not by the ftrength of Arms, it being notori- 

ous eaoug's, that he never fairly won a Victory, thé he has 
bifely bought many. But to come yer clofer, let che Obje- 
tor at leaft be fo modeft to ftay till he fees his End, pertons 
of his Charaéer having oftentimes bin fuffered to rile to 
high, only in order to a greater Fall. _ After all, if that 
does not anfwer Expeéctation, and Gods Providence 
fhou'd not teem fufficiently vindicated in this, and tome 
other Inftances in this World, let him bue ftay rill the 
other, and there we dare promife him entire (arisfaltion, 
Queft, 2. Whether there are any other Worlds befides this 
we live in ? 
Af. The wotd World is in this. place an equivocal 
orambiguous Term, which we muft therefore diftinguith 
upon before we antwer the Queftion. If by World ts meanc 
firch an Earth, fo inhabiced with fuch Creatures as ours 
is, no doubr there’s no other. vifible World, becaute 
there is no other place where Afankind, or the Race of 

Adam \ives. That there are other Globes befides this 

Earth, weare as (ure of asour Eyes can make us, and 

can never doubt as long as we fee the Sun, Man, and 

Stars all found us, That aay of thele’ are actually in- 

habited, as the certainty can péver be known, [owe 

efteem the pro>abilicy co be very meak, it it lies not ra. 
ther on the other fide of the Queftion. Spirits have no 
need of fuch habitations ; befidess the Good are in Hea- 
ven, the Bad in all probability. mearer this (orld, 
where they may do moft milchief. No other rational 

Cretsures there are bat Mas, and for irrational, they are 

only for his Service, and. what fhou'd they do fo far. 

out of his reach? It’s true, God may make fome other 


orders of Beings, to us unknown, but ftill according to 
our notions of Things, they muft fome way or other par- 
take of thefe Natures before mentioned — thd whatever 
ran are, if any fuch thing, they are to us utterly un- 
own, 

Queft. 3. Why Religious Converfe, as recommended by Dr. 
Goodman in bis Winter Evenings Conference, is not more 
practis’d ? 

Anfw. Becaufe the World is neither Virtuone nor Ingenu- 
ows enough to write after fo fair a Copy — Th6 wee'd be 
as charitable as poffible, and hope one Reafon of chis 
neglect may be becaufe not maay perfons have feen that 
Book, for we think it almoft impoffible to read thofe 
jine things he there advances, without fome Inclinations 
co put’em in practice. 

Queft, 4. How comes the. Duty of Singing Pfalms in pri- 
vate Families to be fo generally neglected as we find it is ? 

Anfw, There ave a jort of Enthufiafts who negleé& 
this Chrijfian Exercife out of a miftaken piece of Conici- 
ence, thinking it, forfooth, a carnal way of Worfbip, thd 
therein they directly contradiét the Apoftles precept, 
and our Saviours practice, and may as well object againft 
uling words as Tunes in Devotion, one being invented 
as well as the other ;. nay, perhaps a Tune the more matu- 
ral of the two: But of thefe there are not many. A more 
general Reafon for the neglect may be the general Decay 
of Piety, every where too vifibly reignin Singing 
Praifes and Pfalms to God being too Spiritual an Exer- 
cife for the moft of men, as too carnal for fome few. 
We are unwilling among other Realons, to remember 
that we have feen thofe times when‘t had bin enough to 
have bin call'd a Phanasick, to have had any fuch thing 
in a Family : but thefe things are better forgotten. There's 
one Reafon more which we are confident has extreaml 
prejudic‘d the Ingenious par: of the World againft this 
moft pleafant and oly Exercile, and that is the difad- 
vantage of the Vulgar Tranflation, (not to add the ill 
choice of the Tunes.) But this inconvenience is already 
partly remedy’d by the incomparable Verfions of Mr. Pa- 
trick, (as far he has gone) Mr. Ford, and fome orhers. 
And’tis not doubted wil] be totally taken off by amore 
genera] and. correét Verfion, when ever a happy Peace 
fhall give opportunity both for that and other regulati- 
ons of wee moment + ' 

Quett. 5. Whether Papiftsought not to be banifbed the 
Nation ? 

Anfw. The Law is a little more proper Fudge than ei- 
ther the Querilt, or the Athenian Mercury. The Wit 
dom of the Nation has not thought fic ro banifh ‘em, 
and he muft be a bold Man who will pretend to lay down 
better meafures, But to come to the Reafon of the 
thing, th6 they are Papifts, they are Englifhmen, and as 
fuch have aright, to thetr Counrey and Eftates as well 
as others, while they don’t render themlelves obnoxious 
to the Government, without which their Banifhment wou'd 
be as unjuft as impolitick; and impolitick "twou'd be 
with a witnels, to do fuch a thing as muft unavoidably 
exalperate all Popifh Princes, who wou'd think they had 
juft Reafon for retaliation, and banifhing all the Prote- 
ftants as we the Papifts, befides the Breach of the Con- 

federacy, which wou'd hereby be immediately ruin’d. 
But what are all thefe prudential Confiderations, fay fome | 
men, to fet by the Obligation of an indifpenfible Dury ? 
They are Idolaters, and as fuch not to be fuffer’d in fib 
Land, whateyer Incomveniences may attend their remo- 
val; Befides, they are always plotting, their Religion 
won't lec them Jet us alone, and we can’t be fafe till 
we are fairly rid of em. —— In anfwer, thd we woud 
not -be thought Advocates for Popery, but Trurb an 
Realen; as for their being Idolzters, he by their Bi 
thipping God by Images, we really think with all Prote- 
ftants, are guilty of whac may not impro be 
term’d by that Name, yet all know ee ral. 
forts of Idolatry, of which, tho. bad enough, Ws Boe 


the moft tainous. , we know no Warrant for 
Is out of.a Land: For 
ier ae, thd we do meet of * gpa Mabe 


it the re, they may by vi 
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their piuldged 
ligion, till the 
great difference between our ten all out ¢ 
Country;-and fuffering the publick Exereife of thetr Ids- 
latrous worfbip, and their feducing others to it here, and 
between our denying em the Liberty of their Religion,and 
forcing ‘em to embrace ours. As for their Principles di- 
rectly leading ‘em to Rebellion, and hence our not being 
fafe without their remove, we are to remember that 
oblige "em to extirpate Herefie, but 

They have fmarred fufficiently al- 
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ey had before fince the Reformation, as weil as grate- 

1] for the Deliverance they receiv'’d by their prejent 
Majeities as well as we, they being in as much danger 
of the little Mob as we of the great, who began with 
‘em as if they were inearneft, and had not the Govern- 
ment ftrenuoufly interpofed, and fettled all things, had 
in afew weeks rooted up the very Foundations of them and 
their Houte throughout all the Kingdom. : 

Quelt. 6. Some time before the Death of King Charles the 
Firft, there was avery ftrange appearance in the Air feen 
bere in England, viz. The Efigies of two Armies in ar- 
ray-one againft the other, the General of one of em being 
Hesdle(s for fome time, when {uddenly there was a Head 
united 16 the Body, and thereupon both Armies immedi- 
aeely -vanifbed —— Your Thouzhts are defired upon the whole, 
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ftrange Phenomena ? 

Anjw. We 1y duch ftrange Stories as 
this in Books of Prodizies, but-wifh moft of ‘em better 
attefted than we fiad’em. We wou'd fain know of the 
Gentleman who propotes the Queftion, what good Au- 
thor there is relates it ? whether he has it only from 
fome of the Diurnals or Mercuries, then printed, or whe- 
ther he affirms it of his own Knowledge ? But fuppofing 
it crue, the Event of things has long fince fufficiently 
fiperfeded any Interpretation of ours. Upon the whole 
granting that, and feveral other things of the fame Na- 
ture to have really happen’d, as we believe fometimes 
they may have done, it can be referr‘d to nothing elfe 
but the kind warnings of fome invifible Monitors, thofe 
perhaps who prefide over the Fates of particular King- 
doms and Nations, (if any fuch there be) in order by 
fuch ftrange Tokens to perfwade men to Repentance, that 
thofe Judgments may be averted which are tone hanging 
over their Heads. Or we might add, fuppofing this pre- 
fent Relation of our Querift true, it nearly reprefented 
what follow’d, as to that unhappy Prince’s Decollarion, 
his Sons Succeffion, and immediate Peace upon‘t. What 
thofe Phenomena’s were, we dare not offer to decide, 
fince we can underftand nothing, but either by our Sen- 
fes which convey the Ratio or Quiddity ot Objeéts co our 
Underftanding, or eHe by immediate InJpirations. The 
laft is not expected of us, and the firft is impoffible, 
becaufe the Eye ( which in this Inftance was al! the Me- 
dium of Conveyance ) was too far off; thdperhaps if ir 
had been nearer, the Apparition might have teen Air, or 
Clouds condens’d into {uch Reprefentations, by Commiffion'd 
Monitors, Angels, or Spirits: But we only offer this as a 
Conjeéture, and leave every body at their liberty. 

Queft. 7. Why Sea-water is Salt, and yet Spring-wa- 
ter which comes from it is faect ? 

An{w. The firft part of the Queftion has already bin 
aniwer’d. It proceeds as but few now doubr, from 
that vaft Quantity, and thofe huge Rocks of Salt, which 
are in many places at the bottom of the Sea, or the 
bordering Shores and Mountains. For the latter part, 
How Spring water which comes from this Salt is Sweet ? ‘Tis 
by percolation, or a fort of ftraining, which it under- 
goes in it’s paflage chro’ the Earth, which gave occafi- 
on to fet on foot that profitable Invention of changi: 
Salt Water into Frefh immediately, when there thou'd 
be occafion for't, as in long Voyages, contrary Winds, 
Gc. at Sea. This is prov'd almoft to demontftration; by 
an Experimem commonly made by the Sea-fide. Diga 
hole on the Sea-fhore near the water, and if the Ground 
be fandy, or clofe, the water you find there fhall be 
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fweet and potable’; but if rocky or gore open, ithe) 
water fhall come up brackifb, or perfectly Salt, the: paf. — 
fages not being ftrait or fine’enough to drain away jt's 
it from it. # ’ Cx PS S 
- Queft. 8. Whether 4 Contralt. folemnly made with all tie 
moR Sacred Invotations, may be tiolated by any Anfortunate 
Accident or Error in Life. or Manners ? (the breach of the 
feventis Commandméint only excepted) and whether the offend. 
ed’ party may abandon the ether for a mew Lover, without ¢ 
joynt Confent, or whether it may be done with chnlent ? 

Anfw. Sach a Marriage is Valid, and not-ro-be-can. 
cell‘d either with or without the Confent of either or 
both parties, unlefs under peril of Damnation, whith a 
continued Habit of Adultery expofes the Vow-breaber to 
upon another Marriage, which will cetrainly one time 
or other be met, alché ovr Common Lawitakes no no- 
tice of it, for Marriage is I'ke a Deed of Gift, theres 
no recalling ic when once done: So that Young Perfons 
( for it’s too common a Vice of the Age ) fhou‘d bein 
careful to a no farther than they are willing “ott 
by. That Marriage 1s nor generally what ic is takente 
be, is manifeft by the feveral Cuftoms of Narions, thefe 
publick Solemnizations are only to rhe fatisfaAion of the 
World, to avoid Scandal, and make proper Objeds for 
the Law tq work on, in matter of Iffue, Debrs. Mortga- 
ges, and to give orher perfons notice from intruding into 
fuch a Right or Propriety ; all which wou‘d be confus‘d, if 
there was no Perfon that con‘d legally be indited: as for ex. 
ample,a Whores debt is her own,but a Wives ber Husbands. We 
cou‘d give many dreadful Inflances of Vow-breakers,but of 
late avery particular one. A Young Man courted a 
Maid, won her, and they were contraGed folemnly betwixt” 
themfelves, but not marrying immediately, he folicits her 
for a Nights lodging, as there was convenience cnough, 
(too much as it hapned, ) fhe obftinately refused, be. 
fore a publick fatisfa@ion was given to the World. He 
promifed to marry her the next day, made many folema 
Proteftations of his Conftancy, and at length prevail'd;' 
they flept together thar Nighr, fomething bindred their 
Marriage the next day, aod with lefs, thé nor wichoge 
fome Imporcunity, he flepe with her again, and amongft 
other Proreftations, he wifh'd if he prov'd fzlfe to her, 
and pray’d to God he might break his Neck. In a little 
time (he prov'd with Child, inform’d him of tr, and pray 
him to Marry her. He began to (corn her, and vent and) 
courted another Miftrefs, avd the mexe day after, in 
lopping a Tree he fell down and broke his Neck. And * 
thas the Vow-breaker met his wifh’d for Fare: And tig’ 
well if all bis panibment was canctlld by fuch a, Fudge 
ment. : 


We have receiv’d feveral Queftions, and very Re-*~ 
markable Occurences relating to the prejent Reformation 
on foot, ( and expect to receive feveral more on the fame 
Subject, ) which fhall all be printed together in one 
Paper. 3 
_ IfMr. Fonas Ellis fends us the Difcovery he mentions 
in the Letter he fent to us this Week, he hall according 
to his defire, have our. Thoughts upon it.—We have re- 
ceivd many Queftions this Week, which are an{wer'd in 
thofe Mercuries we have already publith’d. 

The Quefiions receiv'd concerning the Education of Youth, 


the Methods of reading Englifh Hiftory, Bcc. will be anfwer'd 
in a listle time. 


Adbertifement. 


cr Ext Monday being the 17th. of this Inftant Aue 
will be finithed all’ the 12 Numbers that-coum 
pleat our Second Volume, which fhall then be publith’d 
all together, with an Index to it, and a Preface cone! 
taining thofe ftanding Rules ~we have lately promisd * 
our Querifts ; which faid Preface, Index, and r2 Name" 
bers thal! be but 13-4. price, that {fo all thoie Gentlemen 
that took in the fingle Sheets from time to time, may have 
their Second Volume entire for 25.6 4. And alio-that 
thofe Coffee hoafes ‘that did the like, may then shavé the 
faid Second Volume ftitch'd up by them, for the conftant: 
entertainment of their Cuftomers, fingle Sheets being apt 
to be loft, except pafted ina Book. ie yet 
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